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savagery. Philosophy, history, mathematics, astronomy, and
medicine on the one hand; roads, drains, and baths on the
other, disappeared and had later to be reintroduced from the
East.
The Nordic barbarians had, previously to their invasion
of the Roman Empire, acquired via the Black Sea certain
elements of Greek culture, but they knew little if anything
that was unknown to the Romans, Much of the culture of
Rome, which included that of Greece, was lost to Western
Europe for centuries, and would have been lost altogether
had it not been preserved by the Byzantines and Arabs. It
is hardly an exaggeration to say that Western Europe was re-
civilized from Arab Spain. There is nothing in the history
of Europe, or of any other part of the world, to support the
view that an occasional barbarian invasion supplies civiliza-
tion with a necessary tonic, a view which would involve our
keeping enough barbarians in being to sack London and
Paris every few centuries, whenever it might be considered
that we had reached the appropriate degree of senility.
The facts of retrogression, apart from the Nordic fallacy,
are tolerably well known in so far as they apply to the civi-
lizations of the Mediterranean and the Near East. It is also
generally realized that the colossal ruins found in India,
Indo-China, and Java bear witness to the disappearance of
ancient civilizations in those areas. What is not realized,
however, is that apart from the great culture complex which
we call Western civilization, every culture in the world is
to-day in a state of stagnation or decay.
The Arabs, Persians, Indians, and Chinese were once
leaders of civilization. They produced writers, artists, and
craftsmen whose productions influenced the whole world.
But that was long ago; such influence as they have had in the
last five hundred years is not due to anything which they
have produced in that period, but merely to the feet that
Europeans visiting their countries have brought back items

